
POLICY  BRIEFING

Private school vouchers would divert resources from public schools. 

Vouchers do not improve student achievement.

Idaho parents have several quality educational options for their children already.

75% of voucher funding would be allocated to schools in four counties in Idaho.

FACTS ON VOUCHERS IN IDAHO 
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A government-funded credit redeemable for tuition/fees at a private school. Regardless of
whether they are advertised as “scholarships”, “tax credits”, or “vouchers”, these credits
divert money from the state’s general fund.

What Is A Voucher? 
RISE, Treasure Valley Education

Partnership
A non-profit organization led by educators

for educators,  working to improve
educational outcomes in the Treasure

Valley's public schools,  cradle to career.

PREPARED BY:

REALITY: 
Our public schools offer resources and support for all students, including families in poverty.
Students from high-poverty neighborhoods typically score poorly on standardized tests due
to lack of background and opportunity. However, results from every voucher study show that
students do worse academically when enrolled in private schools with vouchers, rather than
their local neighborhood school. Vouchers simply do not work. (2017 Brookings Report: More
findings about school vouchers and test scores, and they are still negative)

Misconception #2
School vouchers would offer students in public schools access to a better education.

Misconception #1

REALITY:
Public education is already underfunded in Idaho, ranking 50th of 50 states and the District
of Columbia in per pupil public education funding. Further diluting public education funding
by diverting money to private schools will continue Idaho's race to the bottom in education. 

H215 “The Strong Student Scholarship” would immediately divert $5 million in general fund
money from public schools. This would just be the beginning - more funds would be diverted
over time. School vouchers funnel money away from already-struggling, financially strapped
public schools and children, and redistribute tax dollars to private schools.  

In Idaho, there are only two options if money is diverted from the general fund—raise taxes to
bridge the gap, or reduce resources for public schools, students, and teachers.

School vouchers improve education by making public schools compete with private
schools for students.
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VOUCHERS AREN'T FAIR FOR RURAL IDAHO
Vouchers predominantly keep funding in urban areas where there are more private school choices
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Misconception #3

REALITY:
Parents should have quality educational options for their children and in Idaho, they already do. Public and charter schools
provide excellent choices of programs, including Dual Language, Science/Math, Montessori, Arts, International, and other
specialties, and secondary programs in choir, orchestra, athletics, instrumental specialties, painting, drawing and advanced
placement, that provide exceptional opportunities for Idaho kids. 

Tax dollars are intended for the better education of all children. Allowing private education options means that any "private"
organization can offer a school program and receive money from the state.  

Public schools are accountable to the public for: budget, testing, school operations, federal requirements, student and parent
rights, special education, teacher/staff contracts and evaluations, equal opportunity and other matters. Private schools
typically have little of the accountability required of public schools unless legislation includes these requirements. The
current “Strong Student Scholarship” bill has no accountability provisions.

Vouchers allow parents to choose their child’s education. Parents pay taxes for education and should be able to use
those tax dollars to educate their children however and at whichever school they want.

Misconception #4

REALITY:
Ada County parents have more than 3x the options for private school voucher use than any rural county in our state. This is
not an equitable distribution in funding for rural Idaho. Further, 77% of private school students in Idaho live in four counties:
Ada, Canyon, Kootenai, Twin Falls. 

Students across Idaho would benefit equally from access to private school vouchers.


